
We like to view counterterrorism as 
an essential policy to keep innocent
people safe, and electoral politics as
a way to protect human rights. Yet,
counterterrorism measures can result
in immigration policies and military
tactics that violate human rights, and
elections and referenda may provide
opportunities for racist demagoguery,
nativist discrimination, and violence
against civilians. this symposium will
explore these counterintuitive rela-
tionships, and seek ways to mitigate
the unwanted side effects resulting
from such policies and institutions.
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Schedule of Events

9:00 RegistRation & Welcoming RemaRks

9:30- 11:00 afRica

Human Rights in the context of elections in Burundi, 
Uganda and Rwanda
Sarah Jackson, Deputy Regional Director, Amnesty International (via Skype)

international Responses to Human Rights crises in sudan 
and southern sudan
Jehanne Henry, Senior Researcher, Africa Division, Human Rights Watch

Political Process, inclusion and citizen satisfaction 
with governance in West africa
Ryan Dalton, Program Officer, Central and West Africa, National 
Democratic Institute

11:00-12:00 lUncH

12:00-1:30 eURoPe

Recasting Refugees as terrorists: Populist exploitation of 
the national security narrative in european electoral Politics
Julia Hall, Expert on Counter-terrorism and Human Rights, Amnesty International

european complicity in U.s. Drone attacks and mass surveillance
Eric töpfer, Senior Researcher and Policy Advisor, German Institute for Human Rights  

turkey’s akP after the July 15 coup attempt: moving towards 
end game
Howard Eissenstat, Associate Professor, St. Lawrence University  

2:00-3:30 UniteD states

national security and Human Rights in the U.s.
Naureen Shah, Director, Security with Human Rights, Amnesty International

U. s. counterterrorism and Human Rights Post Presidential election
Laura Pitter, Senior U.S. National Security Counsel, Human Rights Watch

national security and Recent changes in U.s. immigration Policy
Nicole Hallett, Assistant Clinical Professor of Law and Director, Community 
Justice Clinic, University at Buffalo School of Law

3:30-4:00 WRaP-UP geneRal DiscUssion 

this symposium honors the life and work of human rights advocate Alison Des Forges.  
For more information, please email Roger Des Forges at rvd@buffalo.edu, 

Ellen Dussourd at dussourd@buffalo.edu or Shaun Irlam at irlam@buffalo.edu
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